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International

Amateur Radio Exhibition
June 26 -28, 2026

Messe Friedrichshafer

View in browser

PRESS INFORMATION

Ham Radio and Astro prove to be a winning combination

Visitors from 59 countries made Friedrichshafen a meeting place for the amateur radio
and astronomy communities. From June 26 to 28, 2026, 13,100 visitors attended Ham
Radio and Astro, which was held in parallel at the exhibition grounds for the first time.
The trade fair for astronomy, astrophotography, and observation technology
complemented the 49th International Amateur Radio Exhibition and forged new links
between the two communities. “The strong response to both events confirms that we
have embarked on the right path with this combination,” says Klaus Wellmann,
Managing Director of Messe Friedrichshafen. Around 400 exhibitors from industry and
associations presented the full spectrum of the amateur radio and astronomy sectors.
read more & download PDF
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Welcome to the English-language section for July 2026
Tim Scrimshaw 4X1ST

A Long Wave Goodbye

On Saturday June 27th, BBC long wave transmission finally came to an end after over
90 years.

The Argiva facilities company finally pulled the plug on the three 198kHz transmitters
after it became almost impossible to source replacement valves (tubes). Dwindling
audience numbers for the BBC Radio 4 service compared to FM, DAB and online
listening sealed the fate of long wave radio in the UK.

The main site at Droitwich (pictured) in central England was built in 1934. The
frequency was 200kHz (1500 meters) until 1988 and then QSY’d to 198. At its peak it
ran 500kW and provided reliable ground wave coverage of 800km during the day, and
up to 1500km (well into Europe) at night. Two other sites at Westerglen and Burghead
in Scotland ensured coverage throughout Scotland and Northern Ireland.

Picture: Droitwich 198kHz t-antenna, between the 213m tall masts.
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Graphic: 198kHz UK daytime coverage map

WRTC 2026

The transmissions were synchronized
to a rubidium clock at Droitwich,
which provided a great frequency
standard for radio hams (among
others).

UK hams ran a number of special
event stations for the final week of
broadcasting. If you’ve worked
GB1500M, GB198LW, GB198END
or GB198KHZ you can get a
commemorative  QSL  M0OXO
OQRS.

Staying in the UK, the 10th World Radio Team
A . f) Championship runs from 8th-13th July.
%_’1’&’ [RTL.: WRTC happens every 4 years and features some of the
2 @2 @ very top contesters from around the world who made it
past the strict qualifying conditions.

This is a contest where sheer power and antenna farms
don’t matter - just the skill of the two-person teams. Every team will operate from the
East Anglia region of England with identical antennas and output power (100w).

Israel is represented by the “Asia #2 team”, led by Alex 4Z4AK with team-mate Csaba

HA3LN. There is an on-site referee for each team to make sure the rules are followed
to the letter. Ros 4Z5LA will be a referee (but obviously not for Asia #2!).

You can find out more about WRTC 2026 here.

Good luck to all taking part!


https://www.wrtc2026.org/

—

Contest Update
Aside from WRTC, July has plenty of contest activity.

The IARU HF Championship is on 11-12th July, offering a great opportunity to work
the competitor stations. Islands on the Air (IOTA) runs over 25-26th.

There are a number of VHF events too, which should be fun (assuming the propagation
holds out...)

Here are some of this month’s contests.

CQ WW VHF SSB/CW/FM (6m/2m) 1400Z, Jul 18 to 1400Z, Jul 19
IARU HF World Championship 1200Z, Jul 11 to 1200Z, Jul 12
LABRE (Brazil) DX 0000Z, Jul 18 to 23597, Jul 19

IARU Region 1 70 MHz Contest ~ 1400Z, Jul 18 to 1400Z, Jul 19

CQ WW VHF Digital (6m/2m) 1400Z, Jul 18 to 1400Z, Jul 19
YOTA Youth on the Air 1000Z-2159Z, Jul 19

RSGB IOTA 1200Z, Jul 25 to 1200Z, Jul 26

For more details, head to the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at:
https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php

Represent Israel on air by taking part (even if only for a short time) and sending your
logs to the contest organizer.


https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php
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