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Ten Good Reasons to Go
Portable according to MOJCQ,

a dedicated SOTA Operator

1) Low Noise Levels - As soon as you
get away from the electrical noise
soup that

makes up the urban environment
many of us live in, you start to notice
some big benefits when it comes to
Amateur Radio. Turning on the rig
away from civilisation is a breath of
fresh air, often | see the noise levels
across the HF bands at S1 and have
even seen SO of noise

2) Great Take off - Portable operation
from hilltops and open spaces offer
unobstructed take-offs. On HF this
means more of your power is being
radiated effectively to the ionosphere
as there's no building/objects to
obstruct the signal. Put a HF vertical
on a mountain top and that low angle
take-off really starts to do the
business!

3) Open Space for Antenna
Experiments - Outside spaces away
from the restrictions of your home QTH
you can experiment with larger
antennas. Want to use a half wave
dipole for 160m? Go do it! | did
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Ten Good Reasons to Go Portable - M0JCQ
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recently use one in a large field and
did very well for a QRP station - a
non-compromise antenna and good
ground conductivity for the band
helped me do better than QRO
stations at home.

4) QRP Operation Becomes Easier -
When you have the usual restrictions
of home lifted suddenly QRP
operation becomes a lot easier.
Admittedly QRP can also be a
necessity if you need to walk some
distance as you can't camry a
generator to run that amp! You start
to become very conscious of just how
heavy and bulky your power source
is!

5) It's Healthy - Amateur Radio
outside offers fresh air and the
chance of exercise. There's nothing
like being out in the great outdoors.
Activating SOTA summits inevitably
means a certain level of physical
exertion, but also gets you outside
into some wild places.

6) A Sense of Adventure - Camping
out in the wilds, watching the wildlife,
being at one with nature and nothing
like being out on a hill on a fine
summer’s day. It's a boy's thing.
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7) Great Advert for the Hobby - Being
outside and visible inevitably means
that passers-by will ask questions
about what you are doing. I've been
able to explain the hobby to many
people who would never otherwise
have heard of it.

8) Awards - SOTA, WAI, WAEIC, POTA
ETC. It is good to give out areas and
locations to those hunting for awards
and will give them an incentive for
operators to work your station whilst
out on the hills

9) It's Different - If you're a little bored
of the hobby then why not give
portable operating a go? Search out
your nearest SOTA summit and arrange
a visit. Many experienced operators
have found a new lease of enjoyment
by taking to the great outdoors with a
portable rig and a bit of wire.

10) Improve the Operating Skills -
portable operation hones your operator
skills. If you're a SOTA activator you'll
learn how to deal with pile ups, work
DX using QRP and you will have to be
creative when you've forgotten an
important item of equipment. A Swiss
Army Knife quickly becomes your best
friend!
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DX ON MOUNT EVEREST'S MAGIC LAND
Dov Gavish 4Z4DX
From November 14th to the 24th 2011, | have been on air from the wonderful Nepal
Country with a very motivated international group: composed by operators from North
America (Mexico), South America (Chile), Europe (Italy, France, Belgium), Middle
East (Israel) and South East Asia (Indonesia), is active on all bands from 160m to 10m.

s

4740Q, Ziv, 4Z4DX Dov, 1Z8CCW Antonio, CE6TBN Marco, XE1L Luis, YBSMM
Adhi; ON7RN Eric, 1Z2ESV Tony, FIHRE, Henri, FOIE Bernard, I8YGZ Pino,
IV3BSY Alberto, 1Z2GNQ Marco, 1IZ3NXC Sergio, FSEOT Michel.

Operators, all Members of MDXC, were happy from the strong pile-up on all bands;
they were working hard to give everybody a chance to work 9N-land on all frequencies
and modes.

During our staying in this real magic land, we had a lot of fun and, overall, | had the
unique opportunity to understand, thanks to the local people, the spirituality of
Hinduism and Buddhism way of life.




On the other way we were that many dx searchers from all over the world (especially
from West and East Coast) had the possibility to contact Nepal for the first time or to
had a new band/mode QSO. Thanks to all the friends we met on air!! And Namaste!
You can see just some pics taken in our Nepali QTH! by clicking here .



https://www.flickr.com/photos/mdxc/
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Welcome to the English-language section for February 2025

Tim Scrimshaw 4X1ST
4X License Update

All Israeli amateur licenses expired on December 31st. The Ministry of
Communication has sent out payment notices to all licensees. Renewal costs
115 NIS for the five-year period. You can pay online or at the post office, but
you do need to have the reference number from the renewal notice (mispar
asmakhta), and your license number (mispar manui).
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Your name

Amount to pay

You may of course continue to operate in the meantime.
IARC Membership for 2025

The “Aguda” rounded out 2024 with approximately 685 members, a record
number not seen for many years.

The membership fee for 2025 is now due. A number of changes have been
made this year

Foreign residents - 100 USD for three years
Israeli residents - 250 NIS per person per calendar year



https://www.gov.il/en/service/frequencies_payment

Club and family stations - 300 NIS per calendar year for a club station, or
family residing at the same address (including partner, and children up to the
age of 18)

Youth - 150 NIS per calendar year for a person up to the age of 18

Soldiers in compulsory service ("Hova") - Free (still need to register as a
member)

Gold Membership - 1000 NIS for calendar year 2025

Platinum Membership (Life Membership) - 6250 NIS

IARC spokesman Eyal Raskin 4X1RE explains why a strong national
membership organization is important, and what IARC actually delivers for its
members.

Dear friends,

The future of amateur radio in Israel depends on a large and strong national
association.

The strength of any association is measured primarily by the number of
members it brings together, and indeed, this is how our credibility is measured
by the various bodies with whom we work.

Only a large association with a large number of members will be able to
continue to move things forward for our precious hobby.

In 2025, we will continue to promote the hobby and strengthen the amateurs
by:

1. Continuing to promote implementation of the legislation that we successfully
introduced to ease the requirements for establishing antennas in condo
buildings

2. Continuing to work with the Ministry of Communications to find a solution to
ease the personal import of communication equipment, as well as maintaining
and even extending the frequency bands that are approved for our use.

3. Continuing to develop and strengthen the national repeater network along
with promoting emerging communication techniques.

4. Establishing a communications network for emergency activities together
with the headquarters of the hamal’im emergency centers.
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5. Continuing to care for and strengthen the relationship with the individual, the
members of the association (investing in field days, trips, sponsoring and
organizing joint radio sessions, professional lectures, courses, social events
and other surprises on the way).

6. Completion of the establishment of a remote station for use by all members
(especially those who have difficulty setting up a home station)

7. A prestigious annual lottery that is upgraded every year

8. Continue to carry out campaigns to market the hobby to potential interested
parties

It is time to be part of a strong, “professional” national association.
It is time to join or renew your membership at the following link:
https://did.li/DT2CN

IARC Website

You probably noticed that the IARC website iarc.org has undergone a major
upgrade in the last few months.

I’'m working to increase the amount of English-language content
available. You'll find this at the IARC ENGLISH menu on the top line. New
articles are always welcome - please contact me at 4x1st@iarc.org

Contest Update
Here is a list of the major contests taking part over the next month.

CQWW WPX RTTY - 0000Z, Feb 8 to 23597, Feb 9

ARRL International DX - CW -0000Z, Feb 15 to 2400Z, Feb 16
REF (France) Contest, SSB- 0600Z, Feb 22 to 1800Z, Feb 23
UBA (Belgium) DX Contest, CW- 1300Z, Feb 22 to 1300Z, Feb 23
ARRL International DX - SSB - 0000Z, Mar 1 to 2400Z, Mar 2, 2025

For a full list of upcoming contests and more details, check out the WA7BNM
Contest Calendar at https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php

Good luck!
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