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IARC NEWS ‘

Welcome to the English-language section for July 2024
Tim Scrimshaw 4X1ST

This month we’ll take a look at an easy way to get on the air on 6 and 4 meters. In
contesting, we’ll explain what WARCA is all about and look forward to the IARU HF
contest later this month.

Dual Band Yagi for 50/70MHz with 1.2m boom

Innovantennas from the UK sells a 3+3 element Yagi covering both the 6- and 4-
meter bands. As we’re in the midst of the summer Sporadic-E season, it seemed a
great time to try it out. Initial tests with the antenna temporarily mounted on a tripod
were encouraging. A full review will follow in a future edition of HaGal-4XBulletin.

World Amateur Radio Contesting Association

WARCA (World Amateur Radio Contesting Association) is an international non-
profit organization based in Switzerland. It was founded by a group of HF contest
fans, Gene (W3UA), Matthias (HB9JCI) and Marco (HB9OCR)

The goal of the association is to promote amateur radio contesting, especially among
younger people.



——
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WARCA maintains an international league table that shows the performance of
individual operators and multi-op teams in the major international contests. It seems
similar to the WRTC Qualification Standings, but covers a somewhat wider range of
contests (including traditional CW and SSB, but also major RTTY and digital events)
You don’t need to do anything to be included in the WARCA (or WRTC) tables, other
than take part in contests, try to maximize your score and of course submit your logs.
Points are awarded on your best scores in each contest, which are divided into four
categories:

A. Tier One “Grand Slam” (Contests with worldwide participation, same rules for all
participants, at least 3000 entries) - maximum of WARCA 1000 points available.
Examples: CQWW, CQWPX. Exception: WRTC

B. Tier Two (Worldwide participation, same rules for all participants, at least 1000
logs). 800 points available. Examples: IARU

C. Tier Three (Worldwide participation, different scoring for certain geographies, at
least 3000 logs). 700 points available. Examples: ARRL, Russian DX

D. Tier Four (Worldwide participation, different scoring for certain geographies, at
least 1000 logs). 500 points available. Examples: WAE, CQMM, AA, Oceania, WAG

The current top 5 Israeli stations in the WARCA league are:

Place Callsign WARCA points

#56(~4) 4X6FR 22,291.37( ~1173.21) AS: 8, Israel:
#521 (~155) 4Z4AK 12,119.33( ~ 1478.73) AS: 66, Israel: 2
#790 ( ~ 284) 4X1DX 10,099.80 ( ~ 1675.31) AS: 95, lsrael: 3
#1125( ~ 58) 4Z5LY 8,441.48 AS: 132, [srael: 4
#1526 ( ~ 61) 4X1MM 6,931.44 AS: 169, Israel: 5

The world leaders are currently:

Place Callsign WARCA points

#1 AA3B 33,318.35( - 141.86) MA: 1, United States:
#2(=~1) KSZD 31,684.24 ( ~ 644.95) MA: 2, United States: 2
#3(~1) JH4UYB 31,067.27 AS: 1, Japan: 1

#4 SP7GIQ 30,614.25 EU: 1, Poland: 1

#5 KU1CW 29,584.49 ( ~ 242.08 ) MNA: 3, United States: 3

You can browse the tables and find out more at https://www.warca.org


https://www.warca.org/
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Contest Update

The next major contest is the IARU HF Championship (SSB/CW), taking place on
July 13-14, 2024. It begins at 1200 UTC Saturday and runs through 1159 UTC
Sunday.

QSOs in the same continent or same IARU zone are worth one point, 3 points for
contacts in the same continent but different IARU zone, and 5 for QSOs with a
different continent and IARU zone.

Multipliers are based on the total number of ITU zones worked on each band (not
mode), plus TARU member society HQ stations worked on each band (not mode), and
finally for working IARU officials (AC, R1, R2 and R3) - 4 per band. I do hope that
one year we’ll hear an IARC HQ station on the air for this contest.

Full rules are available at https://contests.arrl.org/ContestRules/IARU-HF-Rules.pdf

Of course there are plenty of other contests too. Here is a small selection of events
taking place over the next few weeks.

* Marconi Memorial HF Contest (CW): 1400Z, Jul 6 to 1400Z, Jul 7, 2024

* LABRE DX Contest (Brazil focus, CW/SSB): 0000Z, Jul 20 to 2359Z, Jul 21,
2024

* YOTA - Youth on the Air (CW/SSB): 1000Z to 2159Z, Jul 20, 2024
* TJARU Region 1 70 MHz Contest: 1400Z, Jul 20 to 1400Z, Jul 21, 2024
* CQ WW VHF Contest 6m/2m (any mode): 1800Z, Jul 20 to 2100Z, Jul 21, 2024

* RSGB IOTA - Islands on the Air (CW/SSB): 1200Z, Jul 27 to 1200Z, Jul 28,
2024

As ever, you’ll find all the details at the WA7BNM Contest Calendar
https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php

If you take part in any event, thanks for representing 4X. Don’t forget to send in your
log on time! Let’s hope for some great propagation. Good luck!


https://contests.arrl.org/ContestRules/IARU-HF-Rules.pdf
https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php

| 4X2DS Dead Sea DXpedition 2024 ‘) |\

Exploring the Depths: The 4X2DS Dead Sea DXpedition 2024
By: Amir 4X6TT
The 4X2DS team embarked on a pioneering adventure, transmitting from one of the
lowest points on Earth—the Dead Sea. This groundbreaking DXpedition, held from
May 30 to June 3, 2024, united amateur radio enthusiasts from across the globe for an
unparalleled and record-setting experience.

Amir 4X6TT/4X2DS

**Unique Location and Historic Transmission**

Nestled 440 meters below sea level, the Dead Sea provided a unique and formidable
backdrop for the DXpedition. This event marked the lowest terrestrial elevation from
which a ham radio transmission has ever been made. Amidst the stark and awe-
inspiring landscape, the team set up their equipment, ready to make history.

**Event Highlights**

- **Unparalleled Location:** Broadcasting from the mystical Dead Sea in Israel
allowed participants to operate in a setting unlike any other.

- **Comprehensive HF Coverage:** Operators tuned in on all major HF bands,
ensuring widespread participation and global connectivity.

- **Record-Breaking Contacts:** The DXpedition facilitated contacts across the
globe, establishing new records for amateur radio operations from such a low altitude.
The team successfully contacted over 130 different countries using SSB, CW, FTS,
and satellite modes.




- **Special Certificates:** Participants who made one or more contacts are eligible
for a unique certificate commemorating their achievement, available through our QRZ

page.

Dead Sea DXpedition

May 30th - June 3rd 2024

Operator Highlights

Our dedicated team of operators included:

- *#4X1BG Nimrod:** The technical mastermind, adept at solving all our issues—our
very own Superman.

- **OY 1R Reign:** Tirelessly maximized contacts—a unique operator who thrives in
pile-ups.

- ¥*OQY1OF Olavur:** A super operator and the world's top photographer, capturing
breathtaking moments.

- **474RR Gregory:** The Quad Magician who expertly built and set up our three
quad

antennas.

- **474AK Alex:** Our CW master, unmatched in handling intense CW pile-ups.
Keep

it up, Alex!

- *#4X1TI Efi:** The responsible adult in the group, offering invaluable experience
and

operating skills.

- #*¥4X1MA Ohad:** Our technical support with exceptional computer and satellite
skills, is always ready to assist.

- ¥#4X10M Israel:** A great CW operator, always ready to solve any issue—a true
gentleman.

- **471AB Amos:** Ensures everyone is on task and behaving. A reliable operator,
always ready to help.

- ¥*¥471NB Eli:** Should have been called MacGyver, always finding solutions even
in the middle of nowhere. Eli is a moving toolbox.

- **475FR Stephane:** A fantastic addition to the team, especially for handling the
French pile-ups with flair and finesse.




- **471TL Tzachi:** Our back-office man, always ready to help with any issues that
arose.

- *¥*¥4X5IC Mike:** A newcomer to our great hobby, handling intense pile-ups with
impressive skill. Welcome, Mike!

And finally,

- **Amir 4X6TT:** While orchestrating the event, I was fortunate to work with a
fantastic team that made the entire experience seamless and memorable.

**Community and Collaboration**

The success of the 4X2DS Dead Sea DXpedition underscored the collaborative spirit
of the ham radio community. Enthusiasts from diverse backgrounds came together,
united by their passion for amateur radio and exploration. The teamwork and humor
of the crew kept spirits high, especially when faced with unexpected challenges, such
as a curious camel investigating the antenna setup.

### Community Reactions and Global Engagement

The DXpedition was widely discussed across various platforms, including the QRZ
forums, DXNews, and Torlo’s blog. Enthusiasts praised the event for its innovative
approach and the opportunity to make contacts from such a unique location. The
community engagement and support were overwhelming, with many expressing their
excitement and gratitude for the opportunity to participate in this historic event.

OY1OF Olavur Nimrod 4X1BG



4X10M Israel
#it# Looking Forward

As the 4X2DS team reflects on this pioneering event, plans are already underway for
future DXpeditions. The blend of technical skill, adventurous spirit, and the allure of
unique locations continues to drive the team toward new heights—both literally and
figuratively. Stay tuned for more exciting adventures from the 4X2DS team.

For more details and to follow future events, visit the [4X2DS page on QRZ]
(https://www.qrz.com/db/4X2DS) and join the discussion on the [QRZ
forums](https://forums.qrz.com/index.php?threads/dead-sea-dxpediton-2024-
4x2ds.914954/). For videos and clips from the event, search for "4X2DS" on
YouTube or Google.

Feel free to share pictures and story on all platforms and media

73, Shalom

© Copyright: Bazak Amir 4X6TT/4X2DS
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JY74X/Z — The Joint Jordanian / Israeli Operation 1995
Joseph Obstfeld 4X6KJ/JY8KJ

Mount Nebo, July 1995, L-R: Josef 4X6KJ, Dov 4X4DX.' King Hossein JY1, Ami 4X4DK

The preliminary arrangements had been going on for a very short period of time.
Everything was set and the final word would be coming from the Royal Palace in
Amman, depending on His Majesty's schedule. Word of the

proposed date was transmitted by fax to Amir 4X6TT, and he made all the calls and
arrangements.

On Wednesday evening I received a call, just stating that [ was requested to join this
operation, and that the team is leaving on Monday the 24th of July.

I asked just a few questions, who is going, where do

we stay, what about a visa for Jordan, what about transportation, etc. The answer was
simple, "It's all been taken care of, just come".

I was doubtful and couldn't believe it, until I phoned the Secretary of the Jordanian
Amateur Radio Club, Mohammed JY4MB, with who I've been in regular contact, as
we have met at many occasions at international conferences and meetings, and have
spend many hours planning and discussing joint co-operation between our two
societies.

He was pleased to tell me, "I'll see you in a few days here in Amman." He confirmed
the entire plan, saying, "What are you worried about?

Everything is taken care of, just make sure that at 10 AM on Monday you're at
Allenby crossing. Salaam - Shalom, see you on Monday!"

After checking my passport's validity, I dug up a small suitcase, prepared film and
batteries for the picture and video cameras, I was ready to go.



—_—

Monday 24 July at precisely 7 AM the rented mini-van limousine set its wheels into
motion and quickly passed through the heavy early morning Tel-Aviv area traffic and
continued on to Jericho in the Jordan Valley.

The van was loaded to the brim with equipment for the mission as well as the
operators, Ami 4X4DK, Amir 4X6TT, Moni 4X6ZK, Dov 4Z4DX, Eyal 4X6RE and
me. All of us were fascinated with the speed and efficiency of the

preliminary arrangements for this DX-pedition. During the two hour trip to the border,
the team was discussing in anticipation what might be awaiting us.

At the Allenby bridge, the Jordan-Israel border crossing, everyone involved did his

utmost to make our passage as fast and easy as possible.
No wonder! The border officials had received advance notice of our program and the
intended operation by none other than the Royal Court in Amman, as we later found
out. It was the first time ever that Israeli radio amateurs would be crossing the border
to operate with Jordanian amateurs in their country.

Within 30 minutes of our arrival at the border, the gate was opened and our minivan
was allowed to bring our equipment to the other side. It was quickly transferred to one
of the Jordanian vehicles that were awaiting us.

After greeting Mohammed JY4MB, who came specially to welcome us, and our
escort, we made our way in a convoy of Royal Palace cars to Amman, the capital of
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

First we checked into our hotel, put our personal belongings there and after a quick
lunch we made our way to the clubhouse of the Royal Jordanian Amateur Radio
Society. We unpacked the equipment from the van and started to set up the different
stations. Within an hour of our arrival, the first station, JY74X, was on the air.

We were joined by our Jordanian friends and as the day progressed more transceivers
were pressed into service on different bands and modes.

Three members of the group went with an escort to Mount Nebo, about 60 km.
south-west of Amman, to check out the site and to start setting up in order that on the
25th of July operation JY74Z from this site could begin.

It was especially important to get on the air on this day, as the whole mission was
dedicated to 'The First Anniversary of the Washington Declaration' which took place
at the White House. One year after signing

the Principles of Peace between Jordan and Israel, radio amateurs of both countries
got together to put this DX-pedition on the air and handle the pile-ups.

Early in the morning on Tuesday July 25th the entire team assembled in the hotel
lobby and our awaiting Royal car and escort took us to Mount Nebo, elevation about
800 meters above sea level, an hour's drive from Amman.

As soon as we arrived we began operating. One by one the transmitters fired up on the
air on SSB and CW. Frequently we had to change operators, because of the terrible
40° Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) heat that prevailed at the time in our tents. The pile-ups
were ear shattering. After supper, provided by the Marriott Hotel Catering Service and



—_—

brought to the mountain site, the team split into two groups. One stayed overnight on
Mount Nebo, in the seemingly freezing cold.

Temperatures in the dessert change dramatically to extremes during day and night.
The other group went down to the city, to operate from the club-house in Amman.

The next day, Wednesday July 26th, the program was the same as the day before,

but the heat was worse.
The highlight of the day was the appearance of none other than His Majesty King
Hussein JY1 on the air on both HF and VHF. The excitement and enthusiasm
increased as everyone of the team present had a chance to have a QSO with His
Highness from his QTH in Amman. Afterwards the pile-ups doubled, the frenzy on
the HF went out of control and His Majesty decided to QRT and maybe appear at a
later hour and try again.

Later that day, around 5 PM, we were honored as His Majesty arrived in person at
the Mount Nebo site. After introducing ourselves he went on the air, "This is JY74Z,
JY1 at the microphone." A few QSO's were made, but it was almost impossible to
pick out a call sign through the roar of the pile-up. The word most used during that
half hour or so, was 'stand by, stand by." Amateurs around the globe just did not listen,
each one thinking that he will make it through. But only those that have been on the
other end of a pile-up know that the colossal noise created at such moments gives
cause to the big switch being pulled. His Majesty put down the microphone and
signed the log. For a few lucky ones this will be the most unforgettable and special
QSO ever. Meanwhile refreshments were being served, and a lively, pleasant eyeball
QSO ensued.

Thursday July 27th was supposed to be the final day.

During the morning hours our driver took all of us on a sightseeing tour of the city,
after which we returned to 'The Mountain' and continued again with the pile-ups. As
the day progressed it became clear to us, that it could not be the final day of operation,
as on Friday the Jordanian part of the border is closed and on Saturday the Israeli side
is shut down. At various times during the day His Majesty JY1 came on the HF
frequency and the frenzy on the bands continued. During the night it was the same. As
word spread that there would be a special QSL card for this occasion, the amateur
radio world tried to work the two stations on every band and mode possible.

Friday July 28th in the morning we were summoned to the residence of His
Highness Raad Bin Zeid JY2RZ, the Chairman of the Royal Jordanian Amateur Radio
Society, to receive officially and personally our Jordanian operating licenses. At the
end of this eyeball QSO it was decided to go back to work. His Highness JY2RZ
would come on frequency and take some calls. Enthusiastically we went back to the
Mountain, tried to regulate the pile-up, as the two most wanted Jordanian call signs
came on the air simultaneously.

What resulted that afternoon was monstrous, it unleashed a free-for-all on the HF
bands, uncontrollable even by the best of operators. 'Stand by, staaaaand by, quiet!"
But nobody listened and the roar continued.



—_—

The few very lucky ones that 'made the contact' must still have adrenaline running
through their veins.

At sunset, we took time out, to a most elaborate barbecue, prepared for us by the

Marriott Catering Service, with a most unforgettable view as background.
From Mount Nebo one can oversee the Jordan Valley, the Dead See on the one side,
Jericho and the river Jordan on the other. As the sun set, the colors of the landscape
below and on the horizon were exquisite. Here on this spot Moses went to the top of
Mount Nebo, and The Lord said to him, "This is the land which I swore to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob that I would give to their descendants." (Deuteronomy). Later that
evening, the pile-ups reverted to their normal state that we had gotten used to during
the days and nights before.

Saturday July 29th, really the last day of this very special operation, we decided that
later in the afternoon the stations would be dismantled and antennas taken down.

The multitude of equipment that we brought had to be packed and made ready for the
return trip.

At approximately midday, once more the frenzy peaked, as one more time His
Majesty JY1 came on the band from his Palace QTH in the southern city of Aqaba.
Unfortunately the HF propagation was very bad, and very few had a chance for a
contact. We at Mount Nebo, could not hear him, so the net control was done
somewhere in Europe.

We left Mount Nebo, had one more look at the unbelievable view of the surrounding
landscape and went downhill with all the equipment that over the past days had
accumulated at the site.

We made more than 15 thousand QSO's on all the bands except 160 meters.
Repeatedly we gave our QSL info, so here it is one more time: All QSL's go via
JY6ZZ, direct or bureau.

We arrived at the hotel in the afternoon. Tired and dusty we rested a bit and took a
well-deserved shower, prepared ourselves for the festive dinner that we were invited
to by His Highness Raad Bin Zeid JY2RZ, Chairman of RJARS. At the appointed
time we all assembled at his residence, the designated place, where our fellow
Jordanian Amateurs who had been with us all the time, joined us. We discussed the
pile-ups, the activity of the past days and the plans for the future.

We were taken completely by surprise, when His Majesty King Hussein JY'1 arrived
and joined us for the evening dinner. Many anecdotes told and pictures taken. For us
six Israeli hams, it was the ultimate climax of an incredibly successful and special
DX-pedition. We hope that we will have yet many more opportunities to work
together with our fellow hams from JY-land.

Sunday July 30th we packed the equipment, cleaned up the mess, gathered and
signed the logbooks, got our few personal belongings from the hotel, returned the keys
and everything was ready for the return trip. Shaking hands and saying good-by, was
certainly not easy after such a week. Then the cars started to move, it took us the same
amount of time to drive back and cross the border.



Within a few hours we were back in the bustling Tel Aviv traffic, back to reality,
everything looking like a dream, a dream that had come true.

Allow me to say a word of thanks to Amir 4X6TT, who co-ordinated the hole event,

and to the most wonderful team of Israeli operators for making this such a memorable
week. Special thanks to the JY operators, friends, partners in the task to control the
QRM of the pile-ups. It was great being together with you for this momentous and
historical performance.
Extraordinary thanks to Mohammed JY4MB, Secretary of RJIARS, who orchestrated,
guided, and supported the whole operation, from the beginning until the end, for his
endurance in staying with us the whole time. Extraordinary thanks to Ibrahim JY5IM,
for the endless technical support, for keeping the towers and antennas up and the
amplifiers running.

Exceptional thanks to Ali Shoukri JY3AK, of the Royal Palace for the intermediary,
the logistics and support.

And last but certainly not least, there are no words of thanks to describe the
appreciation, gratitude, and most wonderful hospitality, from all of us, to His Majesty,
King Hussein of Jordan, JY1, for all you have
done for us. Without your personal involvement and assistance this event could not
have come to pass.

Salaam — Shalom!
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Headed the 4X delegation of the JY74X operation with the late King Hussein of
Jordan, see RadCom Nov. 1995. This article was printed in “HaGal” September 1995
as well as in other radio amateur magazines, RadCom (U.K.), QST (USA), CQ DL
(Germany), CQ QSO (Belgium), and Veron (Netherlands) just to mention a few.
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