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IARC NEWS ‘

Welcome to the English-language section for June 2024

Tim Scrimshaw 4X1ST

In the field

On May 21, Aaron 4X6FB led an activity to demonstrate ham radio for the 7th graders
at the Kol Tzofayich school in Kfar Hasidim. The students showed a great interest in
radio. They made several QSOs on the 10-meter band to the UK.

Photo: 4X6FB



Location, location, location

Have you ever wondered why QSOs in QRZ.com sometimes show the incorrect
distance? The answer is most likely in the grid square in your QRZ settings (or those of
the station you worked.

For some reason the default locator in QRZ for Israel is KM71jd, which is actually on
highway 40 to the south of Be’ersheva. Many Israel hams show this square, although
very few are actually located there!

It’s easy enough to check what QRZ thinks your locator is: go here and enter your
callsign.

Amateur Radio Ham Radio Maidenhead Grid Square Locator Map

Enter any address, city & state or zip: | |
or Enter any call sign: [axsaa Data provided by QRZ.com | Submit |
or Enter any a 4 or 6 character grid square:

| Clear |
?? How does this work? Why doesn't this work? ??
Call 4X9AA found for Tractor Museum
Latitude: 32.2645 / 32° 15' 52" N Longitude: 34.9307 / 34° 55' 50" E
Grid: KM72lg
| Show Map
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https://www.levinecentral.com/ham/grid_square.php
https://www.levinecentral.com/ham/grid_square.php

—

If you need to change the locator, go to your QRZ settings and look for:

@ Map, Grid Square, and coordinate settings

Incidentally, some station details don’t show up in QRZ because of “missing
information”. That can be fixed by adding your first name, last name, town and country
in your QRZ Account Settings page. You don’t need to show your full address.

IC-7300 Firmware Update
New firmware was released on May 15th for the popular Ilcom 1C-7300 transceiver.

At first sight, version 1.42 contains fewer interesting changes compared to the current
1.41 release.

It enables compatibility for the upcoming IC-PW2 kilowatt LDMOS amplifier. There’s
also an easier way to do a full reset of the radio if the touch screen menus are not
available for any reason.

Upcoming Contests

Fans of the magic band (6m) will be looking forward to the weekend of 14-16th June
with three contests taking place (SMIRK - Six Meter International Radio Klub, IARU
Region 1 50MHz and the LZ International 6-Meter Contest). The summer Sporadic-E
season is underway, so let’s hope for some great conditions.

Of course there are plenty of HF contests too. Here is a small selection of events taking
place over the next few weeks.

Batavia DX (SSB): 0000Z, Jun 8 to 1700Z, Jun 9

GACW WWSA (S. America) CW DX: 1500Z, Jun 8 to 1500Z, Jun 9
All Asian DX CW: 0000Z, Jun 15 to 2400Z, Jun 16

King of Spain Contest, SSB: 1200Z, Jun 22 to 1200Z, Jun 23

ARRL Field Day: 1800Z, Jun 22 to 2100Z, Jun 23

As ever, you’ll find all the details at the WA7BNM Contest Calendar
https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php



https://www.icomjapan.com/support/firmware_driver/4102/
https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php

I.A.R.C. booth at Friedrichshafen 1994
Joseph Obstfeld 4X6KJ

The annual exhibition at Friedrichshafen on the Lake
of Constance or as the Germans call it “The
Bodensee”, is a picturesque summer tourist site.
The yearly HAM RADIO was, and | do not know if
today is the same ....

sponsored by the DARC (Deutscher Amateur
Radio Club) which in those days

was also organizing at the Fair a meeting of all the
official representatives of the various Countries that
came to visit on that week-end. The DARC
organized a festive dinner on the first day of the Fair
in a pre-ordered restaurant, in order for the delegates
of the various clubs to meet each other.

It was at that venue that | had the chance to meet
other Chairman’s and administrative persons of
national clubs.

On the last day of the Fair there used to be organized a public dinner for all
visitors/participants those that came on Saturday’s, which always was the busiest day
at the Fair. At the dinner all Israeli visitors/participants were seated together in the
company of our mentor and best friend Ron and Ines Roden. G4AGKO & 4X8RR,

Ron, represented our club IARC since 1981 at the IARU Conference in Brighton (U.K.)
and all IARU Conferences since. He was elected as the IARUMS Region 1 Director.

As | said we were all seated together at the elaborate dinner,
when | spotted the Arab Countries, Delegation sitting at the
other end of the large dinner room.

I asked Ron, “How about you go over to their table and ask
them if they mind if I, as IARC Chairman, pass by their
table and without looking at them, say to them, Salaam —
Shalom”.

The Arab Delegates knew Ron from previous meetings as
he was a British citizen and represented Israel at previous
Ron, GAGKO & 4X8RR  events, there was no problem. Ron came back and reported,
no, they do not want you to do that. O.K. | accepted that
answer.




—

As | was speaking with some other representatives, one particular gentleman came over
and in a heavy accented English voice said,

“Joseph, do not look at me, but I am speaking to you, we appreciate the fact that you
are willing to break the ice, we will speak to you, when and where you will least expect
it” and he left. I was to say the least ‘puzzled’

A vyear later, | learned that the gentleman was none other than A41JT “Abdi” -
Abdulrazak A. Khader Al Shahwarzi representing the State of Oman.

That same evening, while in the elevator of the hotel going to our room, another
Gentleman entered the elevator, squeezed himself towards me and pressed me to the
elevator wall he said, “I am Mohammed I am from Jordan, if you tell anyone that I was
in the elevator with you, I will deny it” and when we came to his floor he left. That
same night | had difficulty falling asleep, my idea did work, they spoke to me! The
next day while checking out of the hotel the lady at the reception handed me a closed
envelope as well as a copy of the invoice. Later | opened the envelope, in it was a
business card, from Mohammed Balbisi JY4MB.

On the flight back home, the events of the past week-end played over and over again in
my head, and the urge came over me to do something about it.

| discussed a new idea with some of the IARC members, it was well formulated in my
mind and approached the next step.

Meanwhile what the HAM RADIO concerns Ruth 4X4CM and myself have managed
the IARC booth for 16 consecutive years, and every time we have made this a part of
our yearly vacation, and visited all tourist sites in the neighboring Countries like
Switzerland, Austria and not to forget Bavaria the German province of which Munich
is the big city. We have visited other sides of historical value always keeping the Israeli
flag proudly with us.

P.S. 4X6KJ wrote a book about his childhood in WW2:
“My Early Years”
http://www.amazon.com/My-Early-Y ears-Joseph-
Obstfeld/dp/0974852414/ref=cm_pr_pb_t


http://www.amazon.com/My-Early-Years-Joseph-Obstfeld/dp/0974852414/ref=cm_pr_pb_t
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