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Welcome to the English-language section for May 2024
Tim Scrimshaw 4X1ST

Recollections of Friedrichshafen

Next month sees the 2024 Friedrichshafen ham expo. Joseph Obstfeld 4X6KJ writes
about how the Israel Amateur Radio Club came to have its first stand at the annual
show.

Holyland Contest

This year’s contest saw some very mixed conditions on the bands, and much QRM
from other contests that overlap with ours. In total, 223 logs were received from 41
different DXCCs.

By the time you read this, final results will be available and presented on the excellent
new contest portal, built by Gil 4Z1KD. Head to https://iarc.org/wwhc/#/ to see what’s
new.

IARC Annual General Meeting -

The AGM takes place on May 9th at Yad L’banim at HaMachteret 3, Ramat Hasharon.
The meeting starts at 16:00 with refreshments, meet-and-greet with friends old and
new, and the chance to renew your membership for those who didn’t quite get round
to it... The formal agenda begins at 17:00 (if less than a third of members are present
at the point, the start will be delayed to 17:30). Agenda items include reports from the
committee, election of a new committee, adoption of accounts, a proposed name
change (!), and of course the prize draw with some very impressive items available
this year.

The meeting is open to all paid-up members from 2023 and 2024.
Upcoming Contests

The major event this month is the CQ Worldwide WPX contest (CW). The multiplier in
this contest is the callsign prefix, so you'll hear some very unusual callsigns on-air! It
also means that somewhat rarer calls (like 4X and 4Z) are sought after. Let’s hope to
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hear plenty of Israeli calls represented on the bands. Don’t forget to send in your logs
afterwards!

Here is a small selection of major contests taking place in the next few weeks.

e ARl International DX Contest: 1200Z, May 4 to 1159Z, May 5

e CQ-M International DX Contest: 1200Z, May 11 to 11597, May 12
e King of Spain CW: 1200Z, May 18 to 1200Z, May 19

e CQWW WPX CW: 0000Z, May 25 to 2359Z, May 26

e |ARU Region 1/RSGB Field Days: 1500Z, Jun 1 to 1459Z, Jun 2

Of course, there are many other contests - some for specific modes, some with a
specific geographic focus. As ever, you'll find all the details at the WA7BNM Contest
Calendar https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php


https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php
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Friedrichshafen - Recollections of Years Past

By Joseph Obstfeld, 4X6KJ

IARC Booth at Friedrichshafen

After | was elected as the Chairman of the IARC, my predecessor Aharon Kirchner
4X1AT SK, invited me to the Annual Radio Amateurs Exhibition at Friedrichshafen
(Germany) which is held every year at the end of June.

For Ruth 4X4CM my YL and me 4X6KJ it was very interesting. We learned a lot over
the weekend and were able to meet representatives of other countries and Amateur
Radio Clubs.

In later years this proved to be very valuable. The weekend came to an end, and we
returned home to our regular life.

Still, in my mind something was bothering me about that weekend. | noticed that most
of the booths were small (single), but only a few booths were large (double) sized.




Also, I noticed that IARC was not represented. | asked Aharon to inquire, as to how
much it would cost to acquire a IARC booth ?

After a couple of days, the answer came, and right away the decision was made to
acquire a double booth for IARC.

We had still had a couple of months to get organized as it was now only January 1991.
We received the layout of the Exhibition Hall and our place for the booth. The planning
went into high gear.

The double booth as pictured here consisted of 2 high counters,
2 large tables and 8 chairs, which had to be rented and paid for ahead of time.
Our request was to be located next to an exit/entrance of the hall.

Our request to be located next to an exit/entrance of the hall, was recommended by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs because they could not provide us with security.

The Ministry of Tourism helped us with posters and promotion material, The Motorola
Israel Co. was our sponsor.



Two crates of wine were donated by Carmel and HaGolan Wineries, and dates by
Sulema International Trading Ltd. Everything was loaded onto the El Al flight as
accompanying baggage by members of IARC that worked at the airport.

On Friday, 28 June 1991 at 10:00 AM sharp the doors to HAM RADIO opened.

We were ready for the visitors to the exhibition. We were a major attraction as we were
new participants. The double booth allowed us plenty of space for display and
information about Israel and the IARC.



A Heavy Sad Heart
April 25, 2024

Dear Fellow Hams and Friends,
It is with a sad heart as | write this letter.

As many of you have heard by now, MFJ is ceasing its on-site production in Starkville,
Mississippi on May 17, 2024. This is also the same for our sister companies’
Ameritron, Hygain, Cushcraft, Mirage and Vectronics.

Times have changed since | started this business 52 years ago. Our product line grew
and grew and prospered. Covid changed everything in businesses including ours. It
was the hardest hit that we have ever had and we never fully recovered.

I turned 80 this year. | had never really considered retirement but life is so short and
my time with my family is so precious.

| want to thank all of our employees who have helped build this company with me
over the years. We have many employees who have made MFJ their career for 10, 20,
30, 40 and more years.

We are going to continue to sell MFJ products past May 17, 2024. We have a lot of
stock on hand. We will continue to offer repair service work for out-of-warranty and
in-warranty units for the foreseeable future.

Finally, a special thanks to all of our customers and our dealers who have made MFJ
a worldwide name and a profitable business for so many years. You all are so much
appreciated.

Sincerely Yours, 73s

Martin F. Jue, K5FLU
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