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Autobiography of a Jewish child hidden from the Nazis by a Dutch physician and his wife.
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KHz (1,000kHz=1MHz)

Band 13
s sad. ¥ it
M/ ot CW FT8 SSB

160m 1,810 - 1,838 1,840 1,843 - 2,000
BVPLIE A QRP: 1,836
71.85-2: - /10/10
80m 3,500 - 3,570 3,573 3,575 3,600 - 3,800
100/250/1500  [(@IF{ZERCHST5]0) QRP: 3,690

QRS: 3,555 SSTV: 3,730
INTCNTL 3,500-3,510 INTCNTL: 3,775-3,800

60m 5,351.5 - 5,354 5,357 5,354 - 5,366.5
- 125025 5,366-5,366.5 Weak sig's BW<500Hz: CW, RTTY, PSK
40m 7,000 - 7,040 7,074 7,047.5 7,060 - 7,200

2.000-7 100, QRP: 7,030 PSK31: 7,040 QRP: 7,090 ; 7,118 ; 7,188
100/250/1500 WAV S VA0 L2k PSK63: 7,041-7,045 SSTV:7.165
7.100-7 200 RTTY: 7,042-7,070

- /250/1500

30m 10,100 - 10,130 10,136 10,140
- 1250/1000 QRP: 10,116

20m 14,000 - 14,070 14,074 14,080 14,125 - 14,350
14.000-14.120: QRP: 14,060 PSK31: 14,070 QRP: 14,285 +5
LLTPIEN QRS: 14,055-14,060 PSK63: 14,071-14,073 SSTV: 14,230
14.120-14.350: SOTA: 14,045-14,064 RTTY: 14,080-14,100 WEFF: 14,244
- 125071500 [VATA =l S P 07 2:8 IOTA: 14,260
Dxpedtions: 14,195
SOTA: 14,345 ; 14,347 ;
14,285 (QRP)

17m 18,068 - 18,095 18,100 18,104 18,120 - 18,168

QRP: 18,086 RTTY: 18,105 QRP: 18,130
-1250/1000  WAAR G kSHO T emergency: 18,160

15m 21,000 - 21,070 21,074 21,140 21,151 - 21,450

21.000-21.150; QRP: 21,060 PSK31: 21,070 QRP: 21,285(EV) ; 21,385
LNPIREN QRS: 21,055-21,060 SSTV: 21,340
21.150-21.450: emergency: 21,360

12m 24,890 - 24,915 24,915 24,919 24,940 - 24,990

- /250/1000 QRP: 24,906 RTTY: 24,920 QRP: 24,950
SOTA: 24,305
10m 28,000 - 28,070 28,074 28,180 28,320 - 29,100

28.000-28.500: QRP: 28,060 PSK31: 28,120 QRP: 28,365(EU) ; 28,385

LPEERY QRS: 28 055-28,060 SSTV: 28,680
28.500-29.700; FM simplex: 29,100-29,200
- /250/1500 Digimodes: 29,200-29,300
FM rptr in: 29,520-29,590
FM rptr out: 29,620-29,700

50,030 - 50,100 50,313 50,318 50,100 - 50,400
25/25/25 Beacons: 50,000-50,010 50,323 INTCNTL: 50,110 ; 50,150
Intercontinental: 50,090 PSK: 50,305
EME: 50,310-50,320
|ARU:  hitps://www iaru-r1.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/hf_r1_bandplan.pdf 73 de 4Z1WS
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Special frequencies thanks to 4Z1DX: SOTA=Summits On the Air, I0TA=Islands On The Air, WFF=World Wide Flora & Fauna
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MHz (1,000MHz=1GHz)

ITU| IEEE Band i MGM=Machine Generated
m ! t ﬂtl Modes, such as FT8 & PSK \i
_-band [W] 7oon
A nanT All Mode MGM SATELLITE only!
4m 70 - 705 70 - 70.25
100\ 00\ 00
o 144 - 146 144.000 - 144.025
% CW: 144.025-144.400 145.794 - 146.000
2 SSB: 144.150-144.400 (Code Plug Tin 0"7xX0'aT7) 0"a17aXn 781w monn
2 APRS™: 144.800 nipm |PL(rx)| shift ATn ~0nn
g om [EMENESSEERESRENE | i 'yn| 91.5 |- 600Khz| 145.600 [R-0
8 2511500250 nwn| 91.5 |- 600Khz| 145.625 |R-1
8 man| 91.5 |-600Khz| 145.675 |R-3
< 21X 'm| 91.5 |- 600Khz| 145.775 |R-7
: . : non| 91.5 1+ 600Khz] 144.700 |R-12A
—e vawxa| 91.5 |- 600Khz| 145.2875 |R-11.5
CW: 432050 | 91.5 |-600Khz| 145.325 |R-13
SSB: 432.1-432.2 Imn| 91.5 |- 600Khz| 145.350 |R-14
APRS: 432 500 o'nyaa| 114.8 |+ 600Khz] 144.775 |R-15
FM calling: 433.5 nam| 91.5 |- 600Khz| 145.400 |R-16
70cm =TTV EERGE R | Ik np| 91.5 |- 600Khz| 145.450 |R-18
e 2511501250 ol | arar 'tn| 91.5 |- 7.6Mhz| 438.650 |R-70
E I'va wxa| 91.5 |-7.6Mhz| 438.675 |R-71
;1 non| 91.5 |-7.6Mhz| 438.725 |R-73
'ja_' 12/9/2022nn IARC.org i
L 23cm
-\-\25
13cm 2,320 - 2,340 2,320.8 - 2,321
s 2,400 - 2,402
CAITS M EME: 2 320-2,320.025
EME in the USA according to ARRL: 2,304-2,304.1
c 5cm uplink 5,650 5,670
» dwnlink 5,830 5,850
;——:—1 X 3cm 10,150 - 10,250 10,000 - 10,150 10,450 10,500
% 10,350 - 10,368 10,250 - 10,350
= K 1.2cm 24,000 - 24,250 24,048 24,048.80
Notice additional ‘narrow band' and beacons allocatic 24,049 - 24,050
6mm 47,000 - 47,200
g vV
; W 4mm 76,000 - 81,000 77,500 77,501
3
é _— 1mm 241,000 - 250,000 248,000 248,001
IARU: VHF & up Bandplanning | International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) (iaru-r1.org) 73 de 4Z1WS
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Welcome to the English-language section for February 2024
Tim Scrimshaw 4X1ST

Reminder: IARC subscriptions are now due. Individual membership is 250 NIS, family
membership 300 NIS. Youth and soldier membership is 150 NIS.

Members can renew their subscription by credit card:
here: YXIw 2 1797 °2217 NTIRY 720 17 01°Wn

If you are not yet a member, or want to pay by another method, please see the
membership page here: https://www.iarc.org/iarc/#Membership

Morse Key Review

Non-radio amateurs and even veteran hams are sometimes surprised that CW is still
alive and kicking. A quick listen at the lower end of the bands especially during contests
or DXpeditions will soon prove that this mode is still much loved and very active.

For newcomers, finding a good key can be challenging. Morse keys are not exactly a
mass-market commodity. Quite a few ex-military keys pop up on eBay, but are
becoming increasingly expensive. Or one can buy a top-notch key from companies such
as Begali.

There is now another less expensive option. Chinese company Putikeeg sells a range of
straight keys and paddles. Here are two of their models.



https://courses.iarc.org/product/%D7%AA%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%9D-%D7%93%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%97%D7%91%D7%A8/
https://courses.iarc.org/product/%D7%AA%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%9D-%D7%93%D7%9E%D7%99-%D7%97%D7%91%D7%A8/
https://www.iarc.org/iarc/#Membership

This is the Putikeeg “Classical mini Morse key”. It’s well-designed and engineered. The
heavy base doesn’t slide around on the table, and it comes in a number of colors. By
default, it has a small navy-style “flameproof” knob. I couldn’t get used to that, so it
was replaced with the flat knob. One interesting feature is that there is no spring. The
tension is kept by opposing magnets. You adjust that with the large set screw on the
right. The key is very comfortable to use, and the gap and tension settings don’t drift
off. It’s small and robust enough to use when portable.

This key currently costs around 280 NIS (approx. 76 USD) on Amazon, including free
shipping to Israel.

-_

I’m trying to learn to use a paddle, and wanted a good quality key that wouldn’t break
the bank. This is Putikeeg’s “Mini automatic CW key”. Again it comes in a range of
colors. Note that the base is magnetic. It attaches securely to a metal surface, such as the
side of the rig, making it useful for portable work. The plastic box protects the key when
you’re heading out to the field. The gap adjustment was adequate for my purposes, and
a hex key is provided.

The key currently costs 241 NIS (66 USD) on Amazon, including free shipping to Israel.

These keys are “mid-range”. Putikeeg offers other keys, at varying prices. You’ll also
find their products available on AliExpress rather more cheaply.

These devices are not Begali-level quality, but they are certainly not toys. The keys are
well-built, and do exactly what they are supposed to. If you are new to Morse code and
looking for your first key, it’s worth checking out Putikeeg.


https://www.amazon.com/stores/PUTIKEEG/page/F551B48B-9FBF-477F-A117-DAE0D6BD057A

—

Disclaimer: | actually bought these keys, and didn’t receive free samples for review hi
hi.

Upcoming Contests

February sees a number of major international and national contests, across several
modes. | encourage you to take part, even if only for a short while. It’s good to hear
Israel represented on the air. Don’t forget to send in your log afterwards. Good luck in
the contest!

CQ WW RTTY WPX (Worked Prefix) contest: 0000Z, Feb 10 to 23597, Feb 11
Dutch PACC CW/SSB - work PA only: 1200Z, Feb 10 to 1200Z, Feb 11, 2024
ARRL International DX CW: 0000Z, Feb 17 to 2400Z, Feb 18

CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB: 2200Z, Feb 23 to 2200Z, Feb 25

REF Contest, SSB - work F only 0600Z, Feb 24 to 1800Z, Feb 25

UBA DX Contest, CW - work ON only: 1300Z, Feb 24 to 1300Z, Feb 25

All the details can be found at the WA7BNM Contest Calendar
https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php


https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php

| Remote Radio Operation ‘ |

Marconi — Celebrating 122 years of Radio
By Rob, VE3PCP and Eva, VA3QET/HB9FPM

As amateur radio operators, we explore new technologies on a regular basis but we have
to also embrace and celebrate the accomplishments of those before us.

One such accomplishment, that some would say was the start of radio as we know it,
happened on December 12, 1901 at Signal Hill in Newfoundland, Canada.

On 12 December 1901, Guglielmo Marconi raised a 150-metre-long antenna (which
was attached to a kite) over Signal Hill in St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada. This
antenna received the first transatlantic signals ever sent via radio waves.

The signals — for the letter “S” in Morse code — came from Marconi’s high-powered
wireless transmitting station in Cornwall, United Kingdom, some 3,500 km away.

On December 12, 2023, the Inverhuron Ham Radio Club, led by Rob Noakes, VE3PCP,
the founder of the club, conducted an all-day operation using their “Remote Station” in
the tiny Hamlet of Inverhuron Ontario, Canada. On the shore of Lake Huron, one of
Canada’s Great Lakes.

We operated with our club call sign VA3XXT. This was the first operation with this call
sign

Dec 12 2023

Confirming QSO: N4}'MM

 160M 80M 40M 30M 20M 17M 15M 12M 10M

Photo Credit: Wikimedia Commons



https://www.qrz.com/db/VE3PCP

Remote operated stations in Amateur radio are becoming more common place and in
Canada one has to hold an Advanced qualification to own and set up one such station.
Rob has held such qualifications since 1986. The club has both an HF and a dual band
VHF/UHF remote station in operation, 7 days a week from 4:30AM until 10PM.

As the station is owned and operated by Rob and he was in the station and in control, he
was able to have others join him and participate in the communications during the day.
As per Canadian Radiocommunication Regulation SOR-96-484 Section 46(1)

Rob began the operation at 5:45 AM local time on 160M. Each hour, we moved up to
the next band. We covered 9 bands during the day and had contacts on all bands except
10M. The propagation just wasn’t there by the time we got to 10M. We ended the
operation at 4:45 PM local time.

At 8:20 AM, Raisa, VO1BIG joined Rob for some time operating on 40M. She is
affectionately known as YL Raisa by many with her main call sign R1BIG and OH7BG.
She was operating from her home in St Petersburg, Russia. She has a large following on
Social Media and YouTube and has also been named Amateur Radio Newsline’s
International Newsmaker of the year for 2023.

She works tirelessly promoting amateur radio but most specially to get more YLs
inspired and involved in Amateur Radio.

VA3QET Eva VE3PCP Rob

At 11 AM, Eva, VA3QET joined Rob to operate on 15M. She is also known by her
home call sign as HBOFPM and is an accomplished SOTA activator with more than 750
peaks to her credit and 4 GOAT Awards. She joined us from her home in Muri,
Switzerland. She has put together two YL specific operations in Czech Republic,
OL88YL in 2019 and Poland, SP88YL in 2023 where a group of YLs operated from
contest stations for a week. She is very actively involved in USKA, Union of Swiss
Short Wave Amateurs.

At 2 PM, Raisa once again joined Rob on 10M. We operated on 10M with no success
for contacts so we moved to 40M for some time and had many more contacts there.


https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-96-484/page-3.html#h-1001893
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-96-484/page-3.html#h-1001893
https://www.qrz.com/db/R1BIG?aliasFrom=OH7BG
https://www.qrz.com/db/HB9FPM

—

At 3:30 PM, our third guest Cal, MOMCX joined us from his operating station at Holley
Farm in the UK which is not that far from where the transmitter was located in 1901
that sent the signal “S” from Cornwall which is approximately 350 km as the radio
waves travel.

Cal is a well know amateur and operates often as MOXXT with livestream videos each
week. He is also known as the DX Commander, founder and owner of DX Commander
Antennas, a manufacturer for an offering of all band vertical antennas and related
accessories. Sold and shipped worldwide.

Cal listened along with Raisa operating for a period before taking over and operating
until the end of the day and putting a ribbon on a great day of amateur radio.

Cal brought his own pileup with him and made contacts on both 40M and 20M. Many
stations that would have had trouble working him from the UK were able to get in the
log. He did a livestream from his shack and his many viewers followed along and made
contact as they could.

The technology we use is called RemoteHams

Also known as RCForb. This software works with 2 parts, a server and a client. The
server resides in Rob’s location on a “shack” computer and is connected to his modest
station, a Kenwood TS-870 connected to an Ameritron AL-811 amplifier and then to a
modified vertical antenna that covers 160M through 10M. There is also a full sized 80M
Delta Loop and a tri band Yagi that can be used as necessary. For the most part, the
vertical gives excellent performance for the remote station as it provides Omni
directional coverage without the need to rotate a directional antenna around. We do tend
to use the delta loop on 80M due to its wider bandwidth however.

The Client resides on the user’s computer and enables them to connect over the internet
to the server and radio. With Rob being in the shack, he controls all the parameters of
the operation so the guests only have to push the PTT or VOX and make contacts.

RemoteHams is different than many other remote connection software solutions in that
it allows many consecutive users to connect at the same time so operating as a group is
very easy. It enables the coaching and support for all connected users by each other.

Rob also has a second computer in the shack that he uses to livestream to his YouTube
channel for remote operations. The entire day was live streamed with a few breaks
during the day. Both Rob and Cal streamed simultaneously for the time when Cal was
operating. | am not ware if anyone else has ever done that before.

Embracing technology is what “Hams” do and have always done. In many cases, Hams
has been on the leading edge with technology in operating our beloved radios.
Unfortunately, not all rules and regulations in all countries have kept up so our hope is
that will eventually happen and make things easier for Amateur Radio to truly be
connected worldwide not only over the air but with other emerging technologies.


https://dxcommander.com/
https://www.remotehamradio.com/

—

To further celebrate the day, we put together a certificate that we could personalize for
anyone that had contact with us and send out to them. Many have been sent out already.

The results of the day were logged and uploaded to a web site to produce an analysis
and a map showing the QSOs.

Our overall results for the day were:

223 total QSOs. 4 of those being CW on 30M with the rest were SSB across 8 of the 9
bands. 11 countries and an operating time of just under 11 hours.

During our QSOs, we took the time to interact with those contacting us and explain the
day and the operation as we went.

Cal’s operation saw 115 SSB QSOs from 5 countries. He operated for just over 1 hour.
He was operating at full speed and managed a big pileup for that time.

All the information about the day and the link to all 5 live streams have been posted to
our QRZ page. https://www.qrz.com/db/VA3XXT

In closing, one can’t help but wonder, what would Guglielmo Marconi think of where
we are today with radio? 4 operators from 4 counties on different continents operating
through one station.

All the best to all and please do enjoy your radios and get on the air and talk to others.
That’s what Amateur Radio is all about!
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