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Welcome to the English-language section for December 2023
Tim Scrimshaw 4X1ST

This month, Mark Stern 4Z4KX tells the story of the 4X4=16 award (the Hebrew
version also appears in this month’s Bulletin). And we’ll find out about the CQ WW
DX Marathon.

The story of the 4X4=16 Certificate / By Mark Stern, 4Z4KX
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I have always been curious to know more about the Israel Amateur Radio Club’s
(IARC) oldest and most famous certificate 4X4=16. It was a certificate that every

amateur was proud to have in his collection, and even proudly mention it on his QSL
card.
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After a lot of searching and questioning veteran amateurs, | finally found a satisfying
answer in some old QST and FOC bulletins from the 50s. | found out that the famous
certificate 4X4=16 was created in 1952!

The brilliant idea to create the award was by Sioma (Sam) Monastirsky 4X4BX, who
was also the President of the IARC at the time.

Sam was responsible also for planning and publicizing the certificate among radio
amateurs around the world.
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The certificate was designed by a well-known graphic artist Calderon, and included
many elements of the 1950s. It showed the young country with images that included
farmers working in the field with a tractor and a horse and cart, a resting shepherd,
happy women, Lake Kinneret, a cargo ship waiting to be unloaded at the port, the Haifa
refineries, and many other beautiful illustrations from those years.

The Israeli flag flies proudly at the top of the certificate, and it also shows two previous
logos of the IARC of the time. Each certificate was individually numbered and showed
the date of issue, along with the signature of the President of the IARC at that time.

To receive the award, amateurs had to contact at least 16 Israeli amateur stations on 4
different bands. It was not so easy to obtain the certificate in those days because of the
paucity of Israeli stations operating on the air, and the need to submit QSL cards.

After the publication of the 4X4=16 certificate, a large "hunt™ for Israeli stations and
their QSL cards began on all bands. Almost every QSL that came from abroad to Israeli
amateurs had a request “Please QSL for 4X4=16!"

Sam received many applications by mail for the certificate and after checking eligibility,
he prepared the certificate in beautiful handwriting using a lettering stencil. The signed
certificates were sent back by post.

At the end of 1980 I was appointed by the IARC to be the new 4X4=16 Award manager.
| took over from Shalom Barak, 4Z4BS. 870 certificates had been awarded up to that
point.

In 2017, we decided to make the award more attractive and changed from a paper
certificate to a digital one and sent it by email. This change saved much preparation
time and shipping fees.
The 4X4=16 award is still available, and sought
; X @ j\ after by radio amateurs from around the world.
If you would like to obtain this historical
A it " certificate, please send your request to me
ey ' 4Z4KX, by email. You should include a list of
- contacts made with Israeli amateurs (16
~contacts on 4 bands). 1380 certificates have
| been issued to date.
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Dov Vardi 4X4KP received certificate number
203 dated December 1958, and signed by the President of IARC Sam 4X4BX.

I kindly ask anyone who has memories (and 4X4=16 certificates) from the early Fifties
to contact me:

Mark Stern 4Z4KX, IARC Award & Contest manager. 4z4kxx@gmail.com
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CO DX Marathon

Did you know there is a DX competition that resets every year, challenging participants
to start from scratch? Well, that's exactly what happens on January 1st in CQ
Magazine’s DX Marathon.

The goal is to make contact with as many DXCC entities, CQ Zones, as well as 6 bonus
Worked All Europe entities, as possible - all within 365 days.

The DX Marathon allows ham radio operators to choose from three different categories
and further break down their efforts by band or mode.

It’s easy to enter. You have from January 1st until January 5th to submit your entry,
based on ADIF logs from the preceding year.

For more details, see dxmarathon.com or see this YouTube clip where Mark
Wohlschlegel WC3W explains how to get involved and conquer the DX Marathon.
Unleash Your Inner DXer - The 365 Days of DX Marathon: WC3W Mark Wohlschlegel

Upcoming Contests

CQ Worldwide is now behind us, and it was fantastic to hear the bands jam-packed with
CW. While there are no major events in December, there are plenty of smaller contests
to keep us occupied.

All the details can be found at the WA7BNM Contest Calendar
https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php

Whichever contest you choose to take part in, good luck - and don’t forget to submit
your log!
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