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| Welcome to the English-language section for May 2023 |\

IARC News

Tim Scrimshaw 4X1ST

In this month’s edition, we review the Israel 75 activity and the Holyland Contest.
We’ll look forward to the World Radio Team Championship and check out activity on
the 6m band. As always, we offer a list of major contests for the coming month.

IARC Annual General Meeting

The AGM takes place on Thursday May 4th from 17:00 at Beit Yad Lebanim,
Hamachteret 3, Ramat Hasharon. Aside from the formal meeting, it’s always great to
meet up with old and new friends.

Israel 75 Award

IARCs special activity marking 75 years of Israel’s independence (and the founding
of the “aguda” - Israel Amateur Radio Club) drew to a close on April 30th.

Hams needed to achieve 75 points to qualify for the award .Three points are awarded
for working 4X75 and 4775 callsigns, and one point for a “regular” 4X/4Z call. At the
time of writing, nearly 35000 QSOs were logged, from over 14000 callsigns and
covering 161 DXCCs. Over 30 “75” stations were active.

To find out if you qualified for the award and download your certificate, check out
https://www.iarc.org/iarc75/

Holyland Contest
This year’s Holyland Contest took place on April 14th-15th for 24 hours. With the

contest now also open for DX-to-DX QSOs, 330 logs were received from 42 distinct
DXCCs from around the world.



https://www.iarc.org/iarc75/

In recent years, Holyland has suffered a lot from the overlap with CQ MM and several
other major contests. This makes it hard for us to attract activity after the first few
hours of the contest. The answer might be to move Holyland a little later in the
calendar.

We also face the perennial issue that Shabbat-observant hams are unable to take part
until the closing hours of the event, and sometimes not at all when it falls on a Pessach
weekend. The obvious answer would be to move the contest to Sundays, as it was in
the distant past - but that would mean some participants missing a day of work.

Any change is likely to be controversial, but we should give our unique contest the
chance it deserves.

World Radio Team Championships - WRTC 2022

WRTC is an international contest held every 4 years, along the lines of other well-
known sporting events.

Top-ranked contesters from around the world are invited to compete in the
championships. 2022’s event was postponed due to Covid/Corona so the teams will
meet this July in Castel San Pietro, in the Emilia region of Italy.

There are 43 teams of two. Each team works from a separate station location in the
region, using identical antennas but will use their own transceivers, mics, headphones,
keys and so on. Teams are randomly assigned a station, special callsign and a
volunteer referee who monitors the operators during the contest to ensure the rules are
followed.

WRTC runs alongside the IARU HF Championship, so there’s plenty of activity.
Hams around the world have no idea who is operating which WRTC station due to the
random callsign assignment. That’s to prevent (for example) UK hams piling up on
their WRTC entrants.

Tzvika 4X6FR and Seth (Moshe) 4X1DX took part in the previous WRTC and have
been invited again for this year’s championship. I’'m sure we’ll be hearing more from
them in the run up to the contest.



World R2cllosport Team Championship
Italia

Six Meters

Long-known as the “magic band”, 6m lives up to its nickname.

While apparently dead for long periods of time, propagation openings can be the
source of much good DX. “Sporadic-E” openings can occur at pretty much any time,
but are common in mid-winter, and especially during May through early August.
Distances of many thousand kilometers are possible. Recent weeks have seen good
openings to Africa and South America.

So how do you know if the band is open? There are online tools such as the clusters
and PSKreporter.info which you can filter to show just 6m activity. We’re lucky to
have the 4X4SIX beacon on 50.0802MHz. If you can hear that well, it’s a good sign.
The main FT8 frequency of 50.313MHz is another useful guide to activity.

CW activity tends to be just below 50.1 and SSB just above 50.1MHz. When the band
is wide open, the FT8 frequency can be very busy. For that reason, a second FT8 spot
is available at 50.323. That’s reserved for intercontinental QSOs.

How do you get on Six? Many newer HF transceivers include 6m these days, and
antennas are quite easy to self-build. You can also buy antennas from the usual
sources like DX Engineering and Wimo. Antennas should be horizontally polarized


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sporadic_E_propagation

and range from simple dipoles to multi-element beams for more gain. There are other
options too such as Moxons, and halos which are omnidirectional.

Note that in Israel, we are limited to 50.0-50.4MHz and a power of 25W. But when
the band is truly open, you won’t care.

FT8 Intercontinental DX
50.323 MHz

EU Tx “eenl1 st” Please transmit
AS & NA “oddi2nd” in the correct

time period

Upcoming Contests

It’s always great to hear 4X/4Z on the air in contests. Whichever contest you take part
in - good luck!

Here are a few of the events coming up in May:

ARI International DX: 1200Z May 6 - 1159Z May 7 CW/SSB/RTTY
CQ-M International DX: 1200Z May 13 - 1159Z May 14 SSB/CW
King of Spain CW: 1200Z May 20 - 1200Z May 21

EU PSK DX Contest: 1200Z, May 20 to 1200Z, May 21 BPSK63

CQ WW WPX CW - 0000Z, May 27 to 2359Z, May 28 - the big one!!

As ever, you’ll find all the details at WA7BNM’s Contest Calendar
https://contestcalendar.com/weeklycont.php
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(25) A (dB) =10 logio A (abs)
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(26) A (abs) = 10A(@B)/10
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(28) NF = (SIN)in / (S/N)out

W WYY NIR DA VWY NDXY” YW 790911 RO upn YW 7iwvhp mway”

(29) Sensitivity or minimal required signal = (K T B NF) (S/N)
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