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Welcome to the English language section for January 2023
Tim Scrimshaw 4X1ST

This month we report on the Holiday of Holidays activity over Hannukah/Christmas,
and also a special get-together of English-speaking hams.

Holiday of Holidays

Over the years IARC has organized special event stations for Hannukah and
Christmas. This year, the two holidays overlapped on the calendar, so for the first time
we were able to celebrate both of them on the air.

4Z8NER ran over the 8 days of Hanukkah, December 18-26th. The team was
organized by Mark 4Z4KX, and everyone operated from their home QTH. Ops were
4X1IMM (Arthur), 4Z1DZ (Chanan), 4X6YA (Hilik), 4X1VF (Jan), 4Z4KX, 4Z5LA
(Ros), 4Z5MU (Slava), 4X1ST (Tim), and 4X6GP (Victor). (Congratulations to Hilik,
who is now an “alef”, but is keeping his very well-known callsign!)

The two Christmas stations were active from December 23rd-25th and were
coordinated by Dov 4Z4DX.

4X8XMAS at the Salesian Monastery in Beit Jamal: 4X6ZM (Udi), 4X6YA (Hilik),
4X1BQ (Yossi), 4Z1VJ (Tamir), 4X4RD (Arnon), 4X5EH (Nachum), 4Z5SL (Dani),
4X4ZP (Ron), 4Z1DZ (Chanan)

4X9XMAS at the Trappist Monastery in Latrun: 4Z1AR (Amir), 4X1ST (Tim),
4X5ZS

(Ze'ev), 4Z4UQO (Omer), 4X4KX (Zeban), 4Z4DX (Dov), 4X1VF Avri, 4Z5Y1 Itzik,
Israel (4X10M)

The IARC winter “tiul” group, led by Eli 4Z1NB visited the two sites as part of the
trip. Special thanks to Zeban for arranging access to go on-air from these sites,

If you worked 4Z8NER plus either (or both!) of the XMAS stations, you’re eligible
for a certificate! To date, almost 1200 stations around the world have qualified. Click
here to see if you're in the log: https://iarc.org/christmas/
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HAPPY HANUKKAQL, %%
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Jerusalem Mini-Field Day & Antenna Party - by Howard 4X1Z2Z

On Wednesday December 21, 2022, a Hanukkah mini-Field Day Antenna Party was
held on my Jerusalem apartment balcony.

| decided to have a theme to this gathering, so | announced it as such. The theme was
to build simple QRP portable antennas, test the antennas, and discuss them from a
theoretical and practical viewpoint. (QRP power was chosen because my balcony
could only host maybe 10 people maximum for safety and reduced exposure to RF).

Equally important was the social gathering aspect, to share amateur radio experiences
and news about family and friends... and of course to celebrate Hanukkah with coffee
& donuts!

| prepared two telescopic masts, rolls of wire/ cables, tools and an antenna analyzer. |
told the participants they were welcome to come with their ideas and “one shopping
bag” of their raw materials, antenna kits, coils, baluns and whatever... and some did!

As the party progressed, | noticed great team building skills in progress, practical
experience for emergency communication skills, educational demonstrations to new
hams, along with experimentation and mentoring by old hams.

Antennas ranged from receiving antennas (both loop and vertical) to a QRP end-fed.

After a few hours on the balcony, the dark rain clouds approached so we moved
indoors for a further "show and tell”, espresso and donuts. In short, we all had a great
time.
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In a period of expanding scientific horizons, the need soon arises for ordering and
logical analysis of new knowledge. Among the leading physicists of the nineteenth
century, it was Kirchhoff whose temperament was best suited to this task. In all his
work he strove for clarity and rigour in the quantitative statement of experience, using
a direct and straightforward approach and simple ideas. His mode of thinking is as
conspicuous in his contributions of immediate practical value (the laws of electrical
networks) as in those with wide implications (the method of spectral analysis).
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