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Haim — Our warm thanks to you for m‘qking a dream come true

You made.it a once in a life time experience
The 4X team — Dov, Shimon, Zeev quadl&p
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| HOLYLAND CONTEST 2021. |\

FT8 instructions for the HOLYLAND CONTEST 2021

This document refers to instructions on how to use FT8 on Israel’s HolyLand contest 2021 on
April 16, 2021 21:00UTC to April 17, 2021 21:00UTC. For detailed information on the
contest see: https://www.iarc.org/iarc/#HolylandContest. A special Facebook group “Holyland
Contest 2021 will be active to support participants starting April 10, 2021.

1. Use only WSJT-X v2.3.1. Other versions were not tested and are not supported.

2. Check EU VHF Contest on Settings>Advanced as below:

General Radioc Audio TxMacros Reporting Frequencies Colors  Advanced

JT65 VHF/UHF/Microwave decoding parameters  Miscellaneous

Random erasure patterns: 6 = Degrade S/N of .wav file: |0.0dB 5
Aggressive decoding level: ‘0 C‘ Receiver bandwidth: |2500 Hz 3‘
| [] Two-pass decoding Tx delay: 0.2 s = |

Tone spacing
| [Tx2 [Tx4
Waterfall spectra

(® Low sidelobes (O Most sensitive ‘

[] special operating activity: Generation of FT4, FT8, and MSK144 messages

) Fox () Hound
() NAVHF Contest () ARRL Field Day FD Exch: | |
(® EU VHF Contest () RTTY Roundup messages RTTY RU Exch:

() WW Digi Contest
3. Reset the Cabrillo log before the contest.

Open Ctrl+O
Open next in directory
Decode remaining files in directory Shift+F6

Delete all *.wav & *.c2 files in SaveDir
Erase ALL.TXT

Erase wsjtx_log.adi

Erase WSPR hashtable

Reset Cabrillo log ...

Export Cabrillo log ...

Open log directory

Settings...
Exit



https://www.iarc.org/iarc/#HolylandContest
https://www.iarc.org/iarc/#HolylandContest

4.

Israeli participants. Find your square on www.iarc.org/iarc/#HolylandSquares such as

H-06-HF remove the hyphens and add | on the left to get, for example, IHO6HF and
place it as temporary HolyLand grid on Settings>General>Station Details. The I is used to
increase the character number of grid to 6 as required by WSJT-X. Other participants
should use their location grid. Check Double-click on call sets Tx enable on

Settings>Behavior. See below:
(]

General Radio Audio Tx Macros Reporting Frequencies Colors Advanced

Station Details

My Call: [4X4MF ‘ My Grid: IHO6HF ‘ [] AutoGrid IARU Region: All ~
Message generation for type 2 compound callsign holders:  Full call in Tx3 >
Display |
[] start new period decodes at top Font... |

Blank line between decoding periods D ed Text Font...
[] pisplay distance in miles
Tx messages to Rx frequency window

Show DXCC, grid, and worked-before status [ | Show principal prefix instead of country name

Behavior
[_] Monitor off at startup ["] Enable VHF and submode features
Monitor returns to last used frequency Allow Tx frequency changes while transmitting

Double-click on call sets Tx enable [[] single decode

[] Disable Tx after sending 73 ["] Decode after EME delay

[] calling €Q forces Call 1st

Alternate F1-F6 bindings Tx watchdog:
[] cw ID after 73 Periodic CW ID Interval:

cancel

Compound callsigns like xx/K1ABC or KIABC/x and special event callsigns like
YWZ18FIFA are not supported Use only standard call signs.

Use Auto Seq but be ready to intervene using the radio buttons left of Tx1-Tx6 on tab 1
of Generate Std Msgs or F1-F6. Do not use Call 1¥. See that Tx6 radio button is checked
on the beginning. Do not forget to reverse all the above configuration changes after the
contest.

Il ]
Erase Decode Enable Tx Halt Tx Tune Menus

Tx even/1st [] Hold Tx Freq ‘:

Pwr
Tx 1000 Hz + L = Generate Std Msgs Next Now
X - »
S L'j [vP8NO 4X4MF THO6 | O | ™1
Rx 1700 Hz %
z [<VPENO> <4X4MF> 580055 THO6HF | O | Tx2

Report15 +
AutoSeq [ ] Call 1st

|<VP8NO> <4X4MF> R 580055 IHO6HF | (O | Tx3

[VP8NO 4X4MF RR73 | O | x4
|vPSNO 4X4MF 73 v O |15
|cQ TEST 4X4MF THO6 | ® | 1xs



http://www.iarc.org/iarc/#HolylandSquares

7.

To initiate a QSO call CQ (Yellow), mark Tx6 and Enable Tx. TEST is short for CONEST.
IHO6 in the CQ call is the Holyland square. When you receive a call(red), click on its line in
the Rx Frequency window. The rest will go automatically, as below, if the other side is
responsive. Default WSJT-X colors are used. The 59 in 590001 is the report and the 0001 is
the serial number of this QSO in the contest. See below:

uTC dB DT Freq Message

103730 Tx 1200 ~ CQ TEST 4X4MF IHO6

103800 Tx 1200 ~ <JA2FGL> <4X4MF> 590009 IHO6HF

103830 Tx 1200 ~ JA2FGL 4X4MF RRR

To answer a call, click on the caller’s line in the Rx Frequency window (green or red). Braces
are used if callsigns of 6 characters of more are used. The rest will go automatically. See
below:

UTC dB DT Freq Message
103730 40 0.1 1200 ~ CQ TEST 4X4MF IHO06 Israel
103745 Tx 1700 ~ 4X4MF JA2FGL PM94

103815 Tx 1700 ~ <4X4AMF> <JA2FGL> R 590001 PMS4EW

103845 Tx 1700 ~ 4X4MF JA2FGL 73
@ WsiT-Xx-2 v23.1 by KUT, GAWIS, and K9AN - Log QSO

Click OK to confirm the following QSO:

call Start End
|4X4MF ' 2021-03-30 10:37:45 2| [2021-03-30 10:38:45 2|
Mode Band RptSent Rpt Revd Grid Name

FT8 | 30m|[59 | |59 | [HOG6HF| | |
Tx power | | [] Retain
Comments | | [] Retain
Operator |

Exch sent Revd
Prop Mode v [] Retain

OK Cancel

9. The QSO will be over with both sides requested to confirm the QSO and log it as above. If
the QSO does not save and issues an error message, you can repair the situation by filling up
the missing parameters.



9. When the caller is not using EU VHF CONTEST, you do not get the proper EU VHF
contest answer, use button Tx 4 or Tx 5 which sends RRR, RR73 or 73 to finish the QSO
in the usual way. If the caller does not stop, Call CQ or another caller. If the caller is
using one of the late versions of WSJT-X, he will get a note to switch to EU VHF
CONTEST mode.

10. Both sides will issue a Log QSO commend to the Cabrillo Log generated by WSJT-X
when in a contest mode. The QSO will be also recorded in the logbook usually used in
connection with your WSJT-X. A Sent Exch and Rcvd Exch fields will be added. (at least
on my HRD).

11. At the end of the contest click Export Cabrillo log, as in item 3. A header screen will
appear as below. Fill you data to the screen and save it to a file <your call>.cbr as in

below.

@ WSIT-X - 1 - Export Cabrillo ? X

| Location: [ <your city>

! Contest: HolyLand

| Callsign: <your callsign>
Category-Operator: <single\multi\swl> _
Category-Transmitter: FT8

| Category-Power: _ <high/qrp> '
Category-Assisted: | | |
Category-Band:
Claimed-Score:
Operators: <calll/call2/call3>
Club:
Name: <your name:>
Address: <your address>
Address: <your email>

Cancel

12. Upload the file to: https://www.iarc.org/iarc/#LogUpload in case of difficulty email it to:
4z4kxx@gmail.com.

Good luck in the contest
Created by Amos Sobel 4X4MF

Rev V14
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4XBulletin — The English Corner

Happy Pesach to all of you and especially to our English language readers.

Our eldest member Shlomo Menuchin 4X1AS became a SK last month at the age of
92. Shlomo was one of the founders of the Ham Radio hobby in Israel, and active in

the world satellite communication.
In this issue:
e Editorial by the editor — Page 3
e Potpourri by the editor — Page 4
¢ Obituary — Shlomo Menuhin 4X1AS SK by Benzi Sha’al 4X1IL — Page 5
e Shall the Amateur Radio Bands be Silent Soon by Doron Tal 4X4XM — Page 8
e The History of the Yagi and Uda Antenna by Ely Levin — Page 10
e Transverter for 10,368 MHz by Leonid Shafir 4Z4LS — Page 12

e The History of Radio Amatuer in Israel since 1948 by Ami Shemi 4X4DK — Page 13

e The Story of Luba Geler by Avner Abraham — Page 14

¢ 9G2DX — 4X DXPedition to Ghana by Zvika Segal 4217V — Page 16
¢ FT8 in the HOLYLAND Contest by Amos Sobel 4X4MF — Page 20

e DX Operations by Benzi Sha’al 4X1IL — Page 27

It seems that the COV19 is almost behind us, more than 50% of the adult population
in Israel got the vaccine twice. Measurements and tests are showing a “R” (Basic
Reproduction Coefficient Number) are dropping down. So, some of our activities and
meetings are starting again. The weekly meeting of the Northern group takes place
every Tuesday 9-11 AM in the open air at the Yagur commercial center close to the
Unico coffee shop (use the WhatsApp contact +972-515614883 to obtain instructions

and directions).
For the time being, Stay Safe.
Your coeditor, Benzi Sha’al 4X1IL




